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Rubén FUENTES (b.1980) is a Cuban artist 

who works primarily in the medium of 

painting. He now lives and works in Paris 

after his long residence in Spain. Before 

receiving his Master’s degree and Ph.D. 

from the Valencia Polytechnic University 

(UPV), Rubén FUENTES graduated from 

the Fine Arts Institute of Havana (ISA). 

With his  powerful  and unique style 

recognized in France and abroad, Rubén 

FUENTES is an artist with glamorous 

talent. His works are featured in multiple 

public collections, such as the le Musée 

de la Chasse et de la Nature in Paris, 

the Confucius Institute as well as public 

institutions in the USA, Cuba, Switzerland, 

and Spain. 

S ince 2004,  he has part ic ipated in 

numerous collective or solo exhibitions in 

France, Spain, Switzerland, Cuba, UK, China 

and the USA. He has been collaborating 

with Galerie DUMONTEIL since 2016.
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DUMONTEIL Shanghai is pleased to present “A Brief History of Time”, the solo exhibition 

of Cuban artist Rubén Fuentes. The show features the artist’s recent pictorial creations 

inspired by Stephen Hawking’s eponymous book. These works, combining acrylic, oil and 

traditional ink techniques, depict the origin of life through unique natural landscapes 

ZKLOH�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�KLV�ORQJ�WHUP�H[SORUDWLRQ�DQG�UH³HFWLRQ�DV�D�GHIHQGHU�RI�HFRORJ\�

Rubén FUENTES

A Brief History of Time

The trees are trapped in space, but not in time. … To trees people seem 

eternal -- they have always been walking through the shade of the lime 

trees on the Highway, neither frozen still nor in motion. For trees people 

exist eternally, but that means just the same as if they had never existed. 

— Extracts from Primeval and Other Times by Olga Tokarczuk, 

translated by Antonia Lloyd-Jones

No doubt, trees play a predominant part in Fuentes’s work, echoing his longstanding 

interest in Ecology. This passion even led him to the discovery of Daoism and Chinese 

landscape paintings, both of which convey deep reverence for nature — a distinguishing 

feature retained in his work. After six years of intensive training and numerous copies 

made from Chinese and Japanese traditional painting masterpieces, the artist managed 

to integrate the oriental painting techniques into his creativity.

In this exhibition, the artist questions dominant discourses of human-centered sustainability 

and attempts to create an otherworldly space between mythical and linear times with his 

SRHWLF�GHSLFWLRQ�LQ³XHQFHG�E\�(DVWHUQ�DQG�:HVWHUQ�SDLQWLQJ�WUDGLWLRQV�

The series “A Brief History of Time” reminds us how Laozi’s idea of Dao  has been compared 

to the Big Bang theory of modern astrophysics: from nothing to being, one to multitude, 

and simple to complex. The artist uses the void, the central empty point, to indicate the 

moment of singularity when space and time do not yet exist. The expansion of living 

matter occurs radially and circularly just as these landscapes developed on canvas. The 

chemical elements that make up life are gestated from the cosmic rays produced in this 

JLJDQWLF�QDWXUDO�IXUQDFH�LQ�D�KLJKO\�FRPSOH[�SURFHVV��%H\RQG�WKLV�WKHRUHWLFDO�UH³HFWLRQ��LW�

is a series of contemplative works in mandala structures, often used as an aid to meditation 

by tantric Buddhists. 

“Dao produced the One, One produced the Two, Two produced the Three, and Three produced the ten 
thousand things” (Dao De Jing, Chapter 42)



,W�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�D�VXUSULVH�WR�²QG�WKDW�ZH��KXPDQV��DUH�UHGXFHG�WR�RXU�RULJLQDO�VWDWH�RI�

LQVLJQL²FDQFH�̈ �WLQ\�DQG�LQYLVLEOH�DPRQJ�GHQVH�IRUHVWV��KLJK�PRXQWDLQV�DQG�UROOLQJ�KLOOV��,Q�

his work “Polyptych of the Non-human Epic”, the artist depicts a post-human landscape 

in the form of a long calligraphy scroll, with only a scattering of discarded machinery 

VXJJHVWLQJ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�LQ�WKH�SDVW��:KHQ�VRPH�²JXUHV�FDQ�EH�VSRWWHG�

in the works, they are juxtaposed with animals and trees with no hierarchy. For example, 

in the “Assembly”, the artist fantasizes a congregation of different species summoned by 

Earth on a path in the form of neural networks to discuss the current environmental crisis.

With the frequent natural disasters and the dropping of biodiversity, we are more than 

ever aware of the artist’s concern about this planet. In “A Brief History of Time IV”, 

Fuentes pointed out how human-related climate change has affected the regulation of 

the seasons and, ultimately, our own survival through his evocation of the summer season 

in Spain: large expanses of dry grasses moved by the wind. Among these plants are rice, 

oats, barley, rye and wheat. They support the continuation of many civilisations on earth. 

Currently, with the great drought that plagues many ecosystems due to the breakdown 

of the water cycle, crops are at high risk.

Beyond these gloomy facts about our planet, the artist also leaves a silver lining for us in 

the series of “Irruption”, which combines detailed brushwork with a splash of ink. Through 

these works of Zen moment rises the immense energy that nurtures life and eventually 

leads to the marvellous diversity of nature. As the ink marks stretch across the blank 

canvas with our perception, hope and new possibilities emerge.
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2022

Acrylic and oil on canvas
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A brief history of time IV ᬣ䬡キट�*7

2022

Acrylic and oil on canvas
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Acrylic and oil on canvas
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The Trip ᰟᒱ䕇Ꭺ

2022-2023

Acrylic and oil on canvas
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   146 x 114 cm
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A journey of decolonial healing through a landscape 

by Li Keran ϻᱻजᴀ⮱䷻ᮜ͚ᆂᐭ⮱ࣨℾ⫄ᘵ

2021

Oil on canvas
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Sea salt, acrylic and oil on canvas
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Irruption IV 䔥ࣾ�*7

2023

Acrylic and oil on canvas
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Breathing Green�㐬⮱॥

2017

Ink and acrylic on canvas
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2020

Oil and acrylic on canvas
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Polyptych of the Non-human Epic 䲋ϧㆨट䄄�]�็㖁⩨

2019

Ink and acrylic on Xuan paper 
mounted on canvas
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20 x 300 cm (overall) 

   5 canvas of 20 x 60 cm
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Timeless Landscape II Ⅵᕿ⮱䷻ᮜ�** 

2023

Acrylic and oil on canvas
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   146 x 89 cm
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Irruption I 䔥ࣾ�*

2021 - 2023

Ink and acrylic on Xuan paper mounted on canvas
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   40 x 50 cm
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Irruption II 䔥ࣾ�**
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Ink and acrylic on Xuan paper mounted on canvas
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The forest forbidden to humans ⺮ϧㆨ䔈ڒ⮱ḛ᳄

2020

Ink on Xuan paper mounted on canvas
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   40 x 80 cm
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Curvature of Space-Time ᬣ⾧ᰟ⢴

2023

Ink and acrylic on xuan paper
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