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PRESS RELEASE

Jean-Marie FIORI
GOLDEN AGE

In celebration of the gallery’s 40th anniversary, DUMONTEIL Shanghai is thrilled
to present “Golden Age”, the solo exhibition of French sculptor Jean-Marie FIORI.
Covering the last two decades of the artist’s practice, this exhibition is the first
comprehensive retrospective of Fiori’s work in China and a testimony to the thirty-
year collaboration between the artist and the gallery. Featuring more than thirty
sculptures, the show follows Fiori’s creative lineage from direct carving in Alabaster,
to cast bronze as the primary material, and later to lacquered bronze and functional
sculpture, as well as forms such as biscuit porcelain and handcrafted rugs.

Solemn and childlike, this uncanny combination characterizes Fiori’s distinctive
personal style. Just as the artist likes to describe his work as “L’enfance de I'art' ”, he
wishes to rekindle a child’s wonder in each viewer, as if being in another world —playful,
animated, yet elegant.

Drawing upon the ‘Golden Age’, the exhibition traces the complexities of ancient
civilizations behind Fiori’s work. In ancient Greek poet Hesiod’s Works and Days,
Golden age? was once a time when men and God lived together, symbolizing the
primordial peace and harmony; the “golden age” of society marks a period of high
intellectual output in art, science, literature and philosophy. The ancient civilizations
that wrote their history in mythology were a combination of both.

What fascinates me in the art of “ancient” civilizations is first of all the wonder of the
world.
—Jean-Marie Fiori

Fiori has always been able to extract new forms from these ancient wonders:
“Daydreaming” from the ancient Rome Triclinium dining room, the “Hathor” lamp based
on the ancient Egyptian goddess, the “Great Sumer” Cabinet and the “Sargon” Buffet
inspired by Sumerian reliefs, the “Doge” table based on the ancient Persian Parthian
winged lion, the “Great Gardener” inspired by the ancient Chinese ritual bronze
vessels... This pursuit of the sacred has become the inner strength of Fiori’s work. Yet
no knowledge of these civilizations is required to “communicate” with these works.
Just as we still admire excavated artefacts from thousands of years ago, Fiori seeks to
leave his mark on the universal and the timeless.

1. In French, “L’enfance de 'art” means “very easy to do, like child’s play”, while literally, it means
“the childhood of the Art”.

2. The ancient Greek philosopher Hesiod introduced the term in his Works and Days, when
referring to the period when the “Golden Race” of man lived. This was part of fivefold division
of Ages of Man, starting with the Golden age, then the Silver Age, the Bronze Age, the Age of
Heroes (including the Trojan War), and finally, the current Iron Age.

All the beauty and the very meaning of Jean-Marie Fiori’s work is held in his simple
wish to touch our hearts and sensitivities most straightforwardly, comprehensible to
everyone.
—Pierre Dumonteil

From his early career as a sculptor, Fiori has chosen animals as the main element of
his work. The depiction of animals runs through the history of human civilization and
across geography and culture. The animals also represent the variety of life: the strong,
the weak, the wild, and the domesticated, etc. Meanwhile, the distinctiveness of each
animal is a treasure trove that inspires the artist’s stylistic creations.

In recent years, Fiori has been increasingly interested in “functionality” of his work.
He wishes to embellish every day, to fill it with wonder if possible. Each work remains
above all a sculpture, while the function is another entry for the artist’s increasingly
mature language. Out of his love for nature, the artist has also created a series of ‘garden’
sculptures in addition to his interior pieces. These works question the boundary
between “art” and “design”, and their creator is simply fulfilling his role as an artist: to
create and subvert everything.

Preciousness, sophistication, rarity, and a desire for perfection, are my criteria.
—Jean-Marie Fiori

Fiori’s standards of quality are not only reflected in the choice of materials and
craftsmanship—alabaster, patinated bronze, lacquered bronze, and bronze with ebony
or palm wood, etc., but also evident in the control of production—all of his bronze
sculptures are casted by Fonderie Deroyaume, the finest French Foundry in France,
his porcelain pieces produced by the prestigious Manufacture nationale de Sévres,
and the latest collection of rugs made with precious Northern Tibetan wool by Studio
Changphel, the well-inherited Tibetan rug workshop.

Over the past thirty years, Fiori’s talent and dedication have earned him many
admirations and recognitions, and his work has been included in important private
collections around the world. However, when you look at his “beasts” and receive their
“gazes”, you will realize that the “golden age” of Fiori’s work has just begun.

May my brave beasts, in their immobile serenity, provoke ineffable ecstasies in you.
—Jean-Marie Fiori
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Jean-Marie FIORI (b.1952) is a french
artist who lives and works in Paris.
With an early focus on fresco and
decorative arts, Fiori devoted himself
to sculpture in the early 1990s,

and more recently, distinguished
himself with his functional, sculptural
creations.

The artist has also experimented with
varied materials, starting from direct
cutting in alabaster and marble to
bronze casting and later lacquered
bronze and biscuit porcelain.

Fiori's work is also inspired by
heritages of the High Antiquity,
particularly Mesopotamian Art and
Cycladic Minimalism. Associated

with Ancient Greek mythologies and
fables, Fiori's creations remain true to
his essential aesthetic and culture.

A contemporary vision of his highly
distinguishable personal style, Fiori's
"beasts” are imbued with dignity, but
also childlike purity, sincerity, and
mischievousness, bring heartfelt joy
to the viewer.

Jean Marie FIORI was graduated
from the National School of Fine Arts
(Ecole Nationale des Beaux-arts) in
Paris, devoted to Sculpture, and more
specifically to the representation of
animals. Before that, he was a painter
and realized numerous projects of
decoration.

In his workshop populated by his
“beasts”, as an inheritor of the realistic
artists during the inter-war period, he
works alabaster and marble in direct
carving. The subtle translucency of
the material allows him to develop

his talent by giving a rich resonance
to the color that characterizes his
sculptures.

Jean-Marie FIORI adapts his
technique to different animals that
he portrays, from pure, smooth lines
of oryx or panda to rough, waved fur
of ram and bear. During the years, he
improved his mastery of bronze and
enriched his imaginary bestiary of
designed furniture and monumental
installations.

In 2010, Jean-Marie FIORI was
selected by the Chinese Official
Committee of World Expo in Shanghai
to create a set of urban furniture
consisting of five benches. Inspired
by traditional Chinese symbols, he
reinterpretedw turtle, buffalo, tiger,
duck and falcon. This commission
gave a new breath to his art, offering
him the opportunity to combine the
nobility of bronze to the strength of
lacquer for the first time.

Many of Jean-Marie Fiori's works
are held among important private
collections in Europe, Asia, America,
and Africa. He is exclusively
represented by Galerie Dumonteil.
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My works remain above all sculpture, even if |
am more and more concerned that they have

a use.

—— Jean-Marie Fiori
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Daydreaming

S5THM
2021

Daybed, Patinated Bronze by Deroyaume Foundry, Wool by Pierre Frey, signed
guts, S, Deroyaume $51&/ , Pierre Frey FEMEH, ZARER

93 x 217 x 85 cm

AR#L Edition 1/8

#JIJMFOA41
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Champagne Deer Console

BRBER
2020

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, Silverware, signed
HBEiEE, Deroyaume #i& , ReE, SARESR

142 x 155 x 35 cm (height of the tray {E8232E 70 cm)
Limited edition of 8 [R= 8 14

Available upon request: 3-4 months EiE, 3-4 TMHIAT



Turtle Table
B

2010

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, Palm Wood, signed
BEiPEE, Deroyaume $51&1 , IR, ZARER

68 x 265 x 142 cm

IR Edition 6/25

#IJMFO023
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Deer Console

e =

2014

Patinated Bronze , palm wood, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
BEaE, Sk, Deroyaume HiE] , ZARER

90 x 187 x 60 cm

h#0 Edition 1/25

#IJMFO028






Sumer Great Cabinet
Y ESIE
2021

Patinated Bronze and Light wood, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
FEEifEpE, X8, Deroyaume HiE[, SARER

162 x 115 x 34 cm (Height with the bird: 185 cm)

FR# Edition 1/8

#JMFO39






Sumer Great Cabinet
HYESIE
2019

Patinated Bronze and Dark Ash Wood, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
EEEEE, RS, Deroyaume HiE, EARER

162 x 115 x 34 cm (Height with the bird: 185 cm)

IR#1 Edition 8/8

In Stock (France)






Buffet “Sargon”
‘SRR IHE

2021

Patinated Bronze and Dark Ash Wood, Deroyaume Foundry, sighed
EEEEMRES A, Deroyaume HiE] , ZARER
83 x 218 x 47 cm

AR#L Edition 2/8
#JMFQO38



Buffet “Sargon”
“2B/R: BLE

2021

Patinated Bronze and Light Ash Wood, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
FEEENEXEIEAK, Deroyaume $#51&] , ZARER

83 x 218 x 47 cm

FR#{ Edition 3/8

In Stock (France)



Jean-Marie FIORI | & — 31 - Z&RiIE
Doge Table | &

2021

Bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry, wood platform
RE, ZAKES, Deroyaume HiE[ , ALKRE

53 x136 x 86 cm

Edition of 8 + 4 AP

#IJMFO024



Doge Table
ZER
2021

Patinated Bronze, Palm Wood, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
FEEiPEE, =9, Deroyaume $5iE , SARER

53 x 136 x 86 cm

h#{ Edition 1/8

#IJMFO024



Console Alberto
“Bal/RIUIE" BE
2013

Patinated Bronze, Ebony, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
EEiER, 2K, Deroyaume $5iE], EARARER

91 x 187 x 57 cm

%y Edition 2/25

#JMFOOI1



« Darius » Armchair

« Darius » ¥FF

2019

Patinated Bronze and Brass, Fabric, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
SEiERE, =i, R, Deroyaume BiE, SARES

100 x 60 x 70 cm Each &84

&y Edition 4A/24, 4B/24

#JIJMFO25






Tampouf Stool
RFEE

2003

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
BEiEfE, Deroyaume HiE , TARESR

48 x 31.5 x 31.5 cm Each &%

Limited edition of 25 [R& 25 4

Available upon request: 3-4 months EfiE, 3-4






Bull Bench
NEKE

2007

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
BEiIEE, Deroyaume $5iE] , SARER

63 x 245 x 31 cm (size of the seat: 43 x 162 x 26 cm)
hR# Edition 9/25

In Stock (France)



Ram Bench
HFEKRE
2015

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
BEmiIEE, Deroyaume $5iE] , SARER

56 x 180 x 30 cm

&l Edition 6B/25

In Stock (France)






Deer Side Tables
WREEIN R

2003

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
BEmiIEE, Deroyaume $5iE] , SARER

46 x 32 x 32 cm

¥ Edition 5A/35, 5B/35

#JMFOO8









Duck Bench
ISF<E

2010

Lacquered bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
ERfERE , ZARKER , Deroyaume &)

95 x 310 x 90 cm

FR#{ Edition 3/8

#IJMFO12
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Cat Pots

JEf eRs
2013

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
FEiElE, Deroyaume $5i&] , ZARER

55 x 73 x 45 cm Overall Z{K

Limited edition of 100 & 100 4

Available upon request: 3-4 months EfiE, 3-4



Tall Beast Vase

e rod=l=]

SEEHWwE
2013

Lacquered Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
EiZx{IfE, Deroyaume $5i&] , ZARER

82 x78x78cm

&l Edition 1/8

#JIJMFOT



Grand Planter
KBTI 28

2018

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
BEiFE, Deroyaume $5i&] , ZARER

90 x 100 x 100 cm

&l Edition 1A/8

#JIJMFO31






Macaw'’s Head (Red)
ENIEEEESLER - A&

2013

Lacquered bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
ERfaEE, ZARAKRER, Deroyaume %S

57 x50 x 45 cm

FR# Edition 1/8

#JMFOO09



Horse Head

=

2013

Lacquered bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
ERfaRE, ZARE®R, Deroyaume BIE[

100 x 80 x 47 cm

&0 Edition 1/8

#IJMFO029






Ram’s Head

NFEXR
2015

Direct cut on alabaster, signed
XBE, BEXxEZ, ZARER
72 x 72 x 60 cm

Unique piece 5

#JMFO10



Boar’s Head

FIER

2003

Direct cut on alabaster, signed
XBE, BEEEZ, ZAREZ
50 x 65 x 36 cm

Unique piece &

#JMFO16



French Bulldog
IEE SR

2006

Bronze with black patina, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
EEiE, ZAKRER, Deroyaume BHiE[

32x33x17 cm

IR# Edition 7/8

#JMFOOG6



Bulldog
SESS

2010

Lacquered bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
LR ERE , 2ARKE®R , Deroyaume $51&]

32x18 x 32 cm

ZAKIRAR AP 1/4

#JIJMFQO37



Actaeon Floor Lamp
PSS HENT

2022

Patinated bronze and alabaster, Deroyaume Foundry
FEiEEE, (NEE , Deroyaume $5iE

H: 192 cm, D: 40 cm

FR# Edition 2/25

Available upon request: 3-4 months EfE, 3-4 1NB3



Hathor Floor Lamp
IE&/R

2022

Patinated bronze and alabaster, Deroyaume Foundry
FeiEE, (XBXE, Deroyaume $5iE]

H: 187 cm, D: 40 cm

FR#y Edition 1/25

In Stock (France)



Tall Candelabra

SR
2014

Patinated Bronze, Deroyaume Foundry, signed
FEiIEE, Deroyaume $51&, ZARER

169 x 37.5 cm

WR%g Edition 1/25

#JMFOO02



Lamp “Hathor”
“IMER T

2021

Patinated Bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
FEiEl, ZARER, Deroyaume HHiE[
37.5x21.5x17.5 cm

h#l Edition 1/8B

#JMFO35



Sirius Lamp

RIRET 1T

2021

Patinated Bronze, sighed, Deroyaume Foundry
Fefilt, 2ARE®R, Deroyaume S

33 x 30 x22cm

F# Edition 2A/8

Available upon request: 3-4 months EfiE, 3-4



Toucan

BEiES
2016

Lacquered bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
LEFE , Z2ARKRER , Deroyaume 518
40 x 40 x 25 cm

FRZ Edition 2/8
#JIJMFQ33



Duck
A5+

2016

Lacquered bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
EZEEE , 2ARKER , Deroyaume g

40 x 40 x 25 cm

h#y Edition 2/8

H#IJMFO32



Parrot

2016

Lacquered bronze, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
LFE | 2 ARKRER , Deroyaume $51&]

40 x 40 x 25 cm

IR Edition 2/8

#JMFO36



The Monumental of A Horse

O
2004, cast &i&E 2015

Bronze with Brown Patina, signed, Deroyaume Foundry
M, 158, Z2AKRER, Deroyaume 515

263 x 240 x 83 cm

&l Edition 2/8

#IJMFOO5



Puppy Cup (blue)
REVE ()

2021

Polished bronze, decorated by paintbrush and lacquer, signed,
Deroyaume Foundry

iR, BIREMEIEDR, 2EAKER , Deroyaume Hi&]

H. 85 cm, D. 31 cm

IR# Edition 1/8

#IJMF043



Ram Cup (yellow)
NFERE (FH)

2021

Polished bronze, decorated by paintbrush and lacquer, signed,
Deroyaume Foundry

s, BlRFIMMREMEDS , ZAKRER , Deroyaume $5IE]

H. 8 cm, D. 26 cm

k%% Edition 1/8

#IJMFO44



Cat Cup (red)
JMBUEREE (41)

2021

Polished bronze, decorated by paintbrush and lacquer, signed,
Deroyaume Foundry

Hoese, BlRFMEMED , ZAKRER , Deroyaume $5I1E]

H.12.5 cm, D. 26 cm

&y Edition 1/8

#IJMFO045



Jean-Marie Fiori, BZT{E= Studio in Paris | 2013 | Image © Fang Yunling
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All the beauty and the very meaning

of Jean-Marie Fiori’s work is held in his
simple wish to touch our hearts and
sensitivities in a straightforward way,
comprehensible to everyone, leaving its

mark on the universal and the timeless.

— RZER - #&% Pierre Dumonteil




Jean-Marie FIORI

1952 Born in Limoges
Graduated from the Ecole Nationale des Beaux-arts

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2022
"Golden Age"”, DUMONTEIL Shanghai, China

2014

French May, “Monument for a Horse”, Statue Square, Central, Hong Kong, China

Beirut Art Week, “Monument for a Horse”, Monumental Installation, Le Gray, Beirut, Lebanon
“The Whimsical”, Galerie Dumonteil, New York, USA

2010
Shanghai World Expo, Chinese Pavilion, Installation of Sculptures-Benches, Shanghai, China

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2021
“Summer Group Show", Galerie Dumonteil Paris, France

2020

“Potrait of a Brid”, Galerie Dumonteil Paris, France

“The Carnival of Animals”, Galerie Dumonteil Shanghai, China
“Jardin d’Eden”, Galerie Dumonteil Paris, France

“Anima Animalis |17, Galerie Dumonteil Paris, France

“Paris, as a Destination”, Galerie Dumonteil Shanghai, China

2019
“Anima Animalis”, Galerie Dumonteil Paris, France

2018
“Animal Spirit 7, Galerie Dumonteil New York, USA

2017
“35 New Space Opening”, Galerie Dumonteil Shanghai, China

2016

“Trois siécles d’élégance, Manufacture de Sévres (1740-2015) ”, Jinsha Museum, Chengdu, China
“Trois siecle d’élégance, Manufacture de Sévres (1740-2015) “, Qujiang Fine Arts Museum, Xi’An,
China

“Animal Farm - Beastly muses and Metaphors”, Sotheby’s S2 Gallery, London, UK

2015
“Sévres: Porcelain of the Kings”, Hong Kong University Museum, Hong Kong, China

2012
“100 Sculptures Animaliéres : des Années 30 a I’Art Contemporain”, with for the contemporary
part: Wim Delvoye, Claire Morgan etc, Musée des Années 30, Boulogne-Billancourt, France

2010
Volkhonka Art Center, Moscow, Russia

2005
“El arca del siglo XX”, Fundacion Caja Castelloni - BBK, Bilbao, Spain

2004

Carré Rive Gauche, Paris, France Armory Show, New York, USA Antiques Chicago. L'ceuvre “Grande

Cheminée de bronze ”fait I'affiche du salon.Chicago, USA

2003
FRAC, Region PACA, Selection of 3 grand pieces, France

1999

“Les Sculpteurs et ’Animal dans I’Art du XXe siécle : Bugatti, César, Guyot, Pompon etc”, Hb6tel de

la Monnaie de Paris, Paris, France
“Parque de le Memoria”, Buenos Aires Ciudad Exposicion, Buenos Aires, Argentina

1994
“Les Journées de Courson”, Domaine de Courson, France
“Biennale Internationale de I’émail”, Limoges, France

1988
Espace Cardin, Paris, France

1985
“60e anniversaire de I'’exposition des Arts Décoratifs”, Grand Palais, Paris, France

COMMISSIONS

1999
Commande et réalisation d’un “Zodiaque” par la Monnaie de Paris, Paris, France
Sculpture-totem pour le restaurant “Le Presbytére”, Castelnau, France

1997
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