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SHOWCASE OF CHINESE LACQUER
WORKS ON SHOW AT GALERIE
DUMONTEIL

By Zhang Kun in Shanghal | China Dally | Updated: 2018-10-05 07:57 f 2 in +

An ongoing exhibition of works by two contemporary artists at the Galerie Dumonteil in
Shanghai features the 7,000-year-old craft of Chinese lacquer.

Showcasing 22 works by Shanghai-based artist Weng Jijun and French artist Vincent
Cazeneuve (Wensen Qi), the Enduring Practices of Lacquer exhibition will take place at A laoquer eintivg b Viscert Careseve
building 105 on 199 Hengshan Road till Oct 10. *Lacqueris made flom the sep of the Chiaese lacquer tre, » plant native o
China and the Indian subcontinent. The material is not toxic- it just causes
The exhibition was made possible by Zheng Yuxin, the Asian manager of Galerie Dumonteil anallergic reaction in most people,” sdded Weng, who himself bears scars
who brought the two artists together after realizing that their works embodied a respect and

profound understanding of the heritage of lacquer.
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“Lacquer is made from the sap of the ch’o.sc I.acql}er:.s h‘S m:j:c:.iu‘m of eXP]:f’SSiO"* his irfstructolrs using haf1d gesfures. Despite
Chinese lacquer tree, a plant native to E:;‘;‘:i”"g f?P‘l:S““';‘edll aiqlue‘r-m.a "“g the difficulties faced, his passion for the
China and the Indian subcontinent. The L ————————— v craft grew and he eventually mastered a
material is not toxic — it just causes an el mipuniing, Stgading i fout oPomeiE wide variety of techniques.

his paintings, Weng explained how he had
applied lacquer dozens of times on a piece,
polished part of the surface and adding
gold or silver foil to some cracks.

allergic reaction in most people,” added
Weng, who himself bears scars resulting
from contact with the material.

People initially used lacquer as a glue to
repair and protect the surface of objects.
Screens decorated with lacquer only began
to appear in the Han Dynasty (206 BC-AD
220) before becoming commonplace later.

"This is my understanding of the Chinese
mountain and river art," he said. "My
working process is most primitive, but |
have to express myself as a contemporary j
artist. I believe that is more important to
the inheritance of cultural heritage than just

As a contemporary Chinese artist, Weng z s : 2
copying ancient techniques.

chose lacquer as his medium of expression,
mastering sophisticated lacquer-making
techniques such as bodiless lacquer and
p@cl ¥n9unt1ng. Standmg'm front of one.of that he changed his last name to Qi, the
his paintings, Weng explained how he had "

: ; ; Chinese word for lacquer.
applied lacquer dozens of times on a piece, Memory. o lac ‘ i

For the 41-year-old French artist, his
passion for the craft of lacquer was so great
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“Explore the Secret of Lacquer with 7000  Xinmin
Years History, Listen to its language from  Night News

Chinese and French Artists”
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“The Enduring Practice of Lacquer” | Artsy

Weng Jijun & Vincent Qi
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Weng Jijun & Vincent Qi “The Enduring

Practice of Lacquer” |Dumonteil (Shanghai)
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