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Unseen MeQueern

“Daviau’s animal sculptures are instantly recognisable —

sensitive, sfrong and original, with pure lines and composed purity.”

Daniel Daviau &
(Galerie Dumonteil

SCUlptOI‘ Daniel DaViau creates eleganty almost Anima\s are the most anclent subject matter in the
. . . . history of human figurative representations —they
meditative, portraits of animals. Collect encounters recissiaiylins Felisome oy sysikidiiecln

thlS Uniquely pOSitiOHed aI‘tiSt aI]d hlS 10Hg'time affinity to certain animals more than others, Collectors

representative, Pierre Dumonteil of Galerie Dumonteil, — otewetkof French seuiptor Beaniel Dava, ko this
sentiment all too well—his gallerist, Pieme Dumontell,
even speaks of a certain “love affai” that exists be-
tween collectors and certain sculptures.

A retrospective exhibition earlier this year, entitled ‘An-
imal Beauty’ held in Shanghai, China, at Galerie Du-
monteils outpost in the city, reinforced both the local
and universal appeal of Daviau's work. From as ear-
ly as the vivid single-line depictions of the prehistoric
Lascaux caves, animals are an important theme in the
history of art.

Galerie Dumonteil is specialised in animal sculpture and
has represented Daniel Daviau for over 25 years with its
gallery spaces in Paris, New York and Shanghai. China
was a natural choice for the artist’s retrospective, given
the culture’s penchant for animal representations, from
decorative porcelain to astrological symbols. “Daniel
Daviau's figurative style matches perfectly with the Chi-
nese traditional art; in the meartime, it holds a contem-
porary point of view of animals and their relations with
mankind...as part of the symbols applied in decorative
art, they are universal in all civiisations.”

Daviau's poetic animal universe is nevertheless mar-
ried to pure mastery of techniques. Raised on a farm
in Sarlat, a historical city in southwest France, Daviau
pursued studies in sculpture and is one of the few con-
temporary artists to understand and master all tech-
niques of bronze sculpture fabrication. Daviau is also
one of the few to master the “patina” technique—the
skill of distressing a thin layer that forms on the surface
of the bronze, rendering each piece completely unique.

Daviau's animal sculptures are instantly recognis-
able—sensttive, strong and original, with pure lines
and composed purity. He also lends a gentle and
witty expression to the animals. Pierre Dumontell,
who knows his work thoroughly, gets to the heart
of David Daviau's true and lasting value as a sculp-
tor: “It is his sincerity, his love for his models, and of
course, his unique way of giving them life in art”
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